x                                    PREFACE

Wood was the great-grandmother of her grandfather,
Dr. William Adair McDowell, and of his wife, Maria
Hawkins Harvey, and the name was found in each
generation. But when relatives began- to abbreviate
her name to Maggie or Maddy, Aunt Mag rebelled and
asked that she take the French form Madeleine as her
name (she later dropped the e) and adopt Madge as the
abbreviation. I knew her only as "Madge" and shall
allow myself to speak of her by that name when to try
to use any other would keep me from thinking only of
what she was trying to do at any time.

Her organized activities followed on the whole four
main lines of effort: (i) developing the educational and
recreational opportunities for the poorer children both
in Lexington and in the state at large; (2) providing
resources for the treatment and cure of the victims of
tuberculosis; (3) organizing sound case work in the field
of charitable effort; (4) securing "votes for women."

In attempting to record those activities, I have as
far as possible used her own words and to the extent
to which I have been skilful in using them her personality
may emerge.

It is, of course, not possible in such a statement as
this to include a complete history of the various organiza-
tions that will be referred to. I hope that this record
may facilitate the preparation of such a history at a later
date. In this connection I should like to speak briefly of
the quotations from her writings or from her speeches that
I have included in this statement. They seem many,
but two motives have governed me. There is as yet no
history of the movement for women's rights in the present
century. Her statements were in response to the situation